THE

INQUIRER

Vol. 1 No. 1 January, 2009
For private circula&on

Inside

w w w. p o n d i u n i . e d u . i n

Union Home Minister on Campus

A Students Prac&ce Journal of the Centre for Electronic Media and Mass Communica&on, Pondicherry University

Campus Buzz 2008

Pages 2-3
A retrospective of
activities in the university

On the Wings of
the Muse

Pages 4-5
Spotlighting cultural
values and the arts

Expressions

Page 6
Tamil fiction, poems, a
feature and Cartoonscape

Humanscape

“You have the great opportunity to make India a bright star in the firmament”

Puducherry: Union Home
Minister P. Chidambaram
visited Pondicherry University on Dec. 27, 2008. He
was accompanied by Mr. V.
Narayanasamy, Union Minister of State for Planning
and Parliamentary Affairs
and Prof. M. Ramadoss,
member of Parliament. Mr.
P. Chidambaram inaugurated the School of Management building and went on
to address the faculty members and students in the
Jawaharlal Nehru auditorium.
The Pondicherry University FM Community
Radio Station, “Puduvai
Vaani” was also inaugurated
by Mr. V. Narayanasamy on
this occasion with a live
broadcast from the auditorium.
Mr. P. Chidambaram
congratulated the university
for recognizing the synergy
between economics, civil
society and public service.
He urged the students to
Clockwise: Union Home Minister Mr. P. Chidambaram.
apply management skills Pondicherry University Vice-Chancellor Prof. J.A.K.Tareen, Mr. P. Chidambaram, Mr. V. Narayanasamy, Prof. M. Ramadoss,
not only towards earning Mr. S. Loganathan at the inauguration of the School of Management building.
money
and
building Prof. J.A.K. Tareen, Mr. P. Chidambaram, Mr. V. Narayanasamy, Prof. M. Ramadoss as the University anthem plays.
careers, but also towards
various fields of public service. and Asia. You have the great opportu- in affirmation. He attributed the 9% support of the general public as well.
Emphasizing this he said, “I do hope nity to make India a bright star in the economic growth to the hard work of
Mr. V. Narayanswamy in his
that many of you will join our public firmament.”
the people in the agricultural, service address appealed for the need for
services and add value to nation buildHe credited India’s stability during and industrial sectors.
social unity in these trying times. He
ing through managing our traffic, the recent global economic downturn
Speaking about the current echoed the Prime Minister’s vision for
health and education systems, space to her resilience as a tough player in onslaught of terrorism, he voiced the Pondicherry University to become a
programmes and infrastructure devel- the global market. “India’s economic government’s position on this to spare world class institution. Prof. M.
opment. The years to come will be policies were strong and Indian banks no efforts to curb this menace, adding Ramadoss also hoped that the univerbetter than the years that have gone by. were strong, so we were able to hold that this duty can only be discharged sity would be recognised as a centre
The 21st century will belong to India through the economic crisis,” he said with the willing cooperation and for excellence.
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I have pleasure in presenting the ﬁrst
issue of "The Inquirer" - a
students practice journal brought out by
the Department of Mass Communication and Electronic Media, created in
2007 with the support of the University
Grants Commission.
is is the ﬁrst step in a journey of a
thousand miles. With the expert training and exposure that these students
receive, I am sure that they will be able
to secure rewarding niches for themselves in the world of media and
journalism.
I wish this venture every success.
May "The Inquirer" symbolise
journalistic teaching and training at its
best.

Prof. J.A.K. Tareen

Curtain Raiser

Wishing a fulﬁling year ahead to all
our readers. May this year be a
harbinger of wellbeing, peace,
creativity and achievement for you.
An increasingly vibrant campus
has yet another new entrant this
year. We are happy to bring to you
the ﬁrst issue of
The
Inquirer – a newspaper
brought out by the students of
M.A. Mass Communication,
Pondicherry University. e spirit
of commitment to the larger
community by the university is
also the raison d’etre of The
Inquirer . It aspires to
connect academia with the world
of happenings that impact and
reﬂect issues and concerns
confronting humanity today.
Over the last few months, the
students have engaged in several
discussions and practical exercises on reporting and feature
writing. ey have stepped out of

the classroom into the ﬁeld – with
their pens, microphones and
cameras – and endeavoured to
bring you stories from the
campus and the community.
Envisioned as a multi lingual
venture, we begin with stories in
English and Tamil and hope to
bring you content in other
regional languages in the future.
In this issue, we bring you a
round-up of important events
that enriched campus life in
“Campus Buzz 2008”.
“e
Wings of the Muse” bring culture
and arts on the centrestage. We
report on two renowned visitors
to our neighbourhood - His
Holiness the Dalai Lama and
avant-garde dancer-choreographer
Astad Deboo. While “Expressions” showcases the creative
writing skills of the students,
“Humanscape” brings you their
attempts to explore social

concerns related to human
development. We sign oﬀ with
“Potpourri” – a mix of columns to
inform, educate and entertain
you.
is publication is a result of the
team work of students, faculty
and guest faculty. We invite you
to write in and participate in the
eﬀorts towards community journalism.
Do send us your views,
feedback and suggestions at
puinquirer@gmail.com so that
we can serve you better. The
Inquirer is also available
online at www.pondiuni.edu.in
Finally, we wish to thank our
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. J.A.K.
Tareen and Director of Culture
and Cultural Relations, Prof.
A. Balasubramanian for their
encouragement.
Radhika Khanna
Faculty

STOP PRESS : Vice-Chancellor, Prof. J. A. K. Tareen receives Padma Shri Award on the 60th Republic Day.
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Films for Educational Communication
Puducherry: Prakriti 2008, a festival of Indian documentary ﬁlms
on environment, development and
human rights was held from Oct.
15-17, 2008. It was organised by
the Pondicherry University in
collaboration with Consortium for
Educational
Communication
(CEC) of the University Grants
Commission (UGC).
Union Minister of State for
Human Resource Development,
M.A.A. Fatimi inaugurated the
festival. He said that the educational channels might soon
become part of the direct to home
bouquet of Doordarshan. He
added that the Ministry of Human
Resource Development had introduced several educational channels
to provide knowledge to students,
teachers and common people.
In the 11th ﬁve year plan, priority was given to enhance higher
education from 10% to 15%. “We
have to expand capacities to
accommodate seven million more
students at tertiary level. e
Consortium for Educational Communication (CEC) has an important role in achieving this target.
e UGC, the CEC and its 17
media centres were geared-up to
make available courseware in
e-content format to the targeted
group with the help of multimedia.
ese courses will help signiﬁcantly

to overcome inadequacy of human
resources and teachers in various
parts of the country,” he said.
“We have to expand capacities to
accommodate seven million
more students at tertiary level.
CEC has an important role in
achieving this target.”
Dr. Talik R. Kem, Director of CEC
spoke brieﬂy about CEC and its
nationwide network of Education
Media Centre. CEC is the apex
institution of countrywide class
room television. It has been
promoting indigenously produced
education
enrichment
programmes, which upgrade, update

Talent hunting for BPO Jobs

Puducherry: A mega job fair from
Wipro for BPO sector was held on
Sept. 18-19, 2008 at Pondicherry
University. e event was for
immediate requirements at Wipro
BPO. Various students of
Pondicherry University and other
aﬃliated colleges attended the job
fair.
Speaking about the eligibility
for BPO jobs, Mr. Praveen
Kamath, Associate Vice-President
of Talent Acquisition and
Employee Branding, Wipro BPO
said, “ose who have command
over English, who have ability to
showcase right attitude and common sense, willing to groom and
interested to work in shis can
walk in. Since the competition
venue is the entire globe one needs
to adapt to the environment,
unlearn old things and relearn
new things.”
He also cited the achievements
of their company in recent years.
Wipro BPO has approximately
22,000 employees across 12 locations, seven in India and ﬁve outside the country. “We recruit
10,000 to 12,000 employees on a
yearly basis. is year we are visiting cities and places where people
do not normally visit,” he said. He
also expressed his wish to
strengthen ties with various

Pondicherry institutions so as to
meet the rapidly growing need for
fresh talent.
Mr. Kamath also extended his
warm gratitude to Prof. A. Balasubramanian, Director of Culture
and
Cultural
Relations,
Pondicherry University for his
active participation in organizing
such a programme which has
opened more avenues of employment for the youth.
Prof. A. Balasubramanian, said
in the inaugural speech that the
global employment opportunities
depend upon the competencies
and skills that one acquires over a
period of time. He stressed graduates and postgraduates should
acquire the competencies and
skills required in the Information
Communication
Technology
(ICT) and Information Technology (IT) industries.
“You need to prepare a checklist
of where you will be aer two
years or what you should do aer
two years and how you are going
to reach the destination. Training
is an investment and is of great
help in the job market. In the work
culture, the talent, skillful and
knowledgeable persons will not
have tension. You need to mould
your life to work at ease,” he
pointed out. He also assured the
students of further job fairs in the
near future.
Mr. S.K.V. Jayakumar, Placement Coordinator of the University said that 1,100 candidates were
placed in diﬀerent companies in
the previous year. “With regard to
the departments of the university,
we have been achieving cent
percent placement in the last ten
years,” he said.
Monalisha Basumatary
Mass Communication

and enrich the quality of information and knowledge available to the
youth of the country and the audience at large, for more than 24
years now, he said.
Dr. Rajendra Mishra, research
scientist of CEC said, “Prakriti
means Nature. Guided by our
belief in reorienting education
towards sustainable development,
Prakriti indicates our strong
emphasis on establishing direct
linkages between youth, development awareness and people’s
participation.”
Vice-Chancellor of Pondicherry
University, Prof. J.A.K. Tareen said
that a university should have
connectivity with society and
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surroundings. “Media is an important tool in helping in this connectivity. We have converted a
godown into a media centre at the
university. is is only a temporary
arrangement and we will come up
with a huge building for the
centre,” he added.
e ﬁlms screened at the festival
were Hollow Cylinder and e
Homecoming produced by Nandan Saxena and Kavita Bahl,
Morachi Chincholi by Balakrishna
Damle, Broken Hearth and We e
People by Supurna Sarkar, Our
Family by Anjali Monteiro and K.P.
Jayasankar, Anant Kalakar by
Sudheer Gupta, Miller Of Haipi by
EMMRC, Manipur, to name a
few. e ﬁlms dealt with environmental issues, development and
human rights.
Our Family received a standing
ovation by the audience. e
producers of the ﬁlm who were
present at the festival interacted
with the students giving them
important ideas on ﬁlm production and details on the various
issues they had covered through
their ﬁlms. ey also received the
feedback of the audience which
had many comments and questions following the screenings.
Rinoy Basumatary
Mass Communication
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Cycle rally on
World
Tourism Day

Puducherry: On Sept. 27, 2008 a
cycle rally on eco-awareness was
organized by the Department of
Tourism Studies in collaboration
with Pondicherry Tourism Development Corporation to celebrate
World Tourism Day.
Students joined in large numbers
in the cycle rally. It started from
Hotel Ashoka at Kalapet. It was
ﬂagged oﬀ by Mr. Malladi Krishna
Rao, Honourable Minister of
Tourism, in the presence of Mr.
S. Loganathan, Registrar of
Pondicherry University.
A workshop was also organized on
“Tourism Responding to the Challenges of Climate Change” which
discussed measures to save the
environment in order to enhance the
tourism sector.
Jitendriya Jena
Mass Communication

INFONET WORKSHOP

Puducherry: e Ananda Rangapillai Library of Pondicherry University and UGC INFLIBNET Centre,
Ahmedabad organized a two day
UGC INFONET Digital Library
Consortium
User
Awareness
Programme for faculty, research
scholars and students of the university on Sept. 25-26, 2008.
Inaugurating the programme,
Vice-Chancellor of the University
Prof. J.A.K. Tareen spoke on his
vision of making the institution a
world class university and appealed
to every research scholar and faculty
to have the capability and intellectual calibre to compete with other
scholars in institutions of excellence.
He said that the ongoing project of
making the campus Wi-Fi would allow
any student or
faculty to do
research at leisure working on one’s
laptop at the canteen or on the lawns
of the campus.

Po nd ich err y
U niv ers ity

Prof. J.A.K. Tareen hoped that this
sort of research culture would
enable the University’s score of
access of UGC-INFONET e-resources to move consortia, facilitating research with the maximum
return of investment for the funding
authorities.
Displaying usage statistics of

e-resources by the University, he
said it ranked seventh in position in
comparison to over 150 Universities
in the country. e University had
moved from the eighth rank in 2006
to seventh in 2007 with nearly a lakh
downloads of full text research articles. It had contributed about 846
research papers since 1987, with
3,926 citations at an average of 4.64
citations per article, he added.
Pondicherry University was a
member of the consortia of over 150
universities in the country for access
to over 5,000 e-resources including
electronic journals and electronic
databases for major publishers. e
UGC INFONET consortium was
established three years ago.
Around 15 international publishers made presentations on enhancing search skills on this occasion.
Rinoy Basumatary
Mass Communication

University-Industry Council Meets at PU
The partnering of industry and academia – a future in the making !
For long has the association between
industry and the world of academia
remained distinct and separated.
Whilst the academic world provided
talent to industry through the
market, there was little active
collaboration between them in
pursuit of common objectives.
However, the coming of a global
marketplace and the rapid shi
towards a knowledge based
economy the world over is now
beginning to blur the divide
between the hitherto separated
worlds of academia and industry.
Today the world of industry is
beginning to wake up to the reality
that our universities can be used to
stimulate, incubate and fulﬁl a wide
variety of research goals. ey are
catchments of great talent, which

can be used for the beneﬁt of industry, academia, the economy and
society at large. Many governments
in developing nations are realizing
the potential inherent in such an
association and are beginning to
actively encourage it.
e 3rd University-Industry
Council Symposium was held at the
Pondicherry University on Nov. 2122, 2008. It was an evolving step in
this new and emerging partnership
between Indian industry and Indian
academic institutions. Titled “Future
Strategies: Action Now,” this symposium, sponsored by the Confederation of Indian Industry, put the
focus on the beneﬁts that could
accrue from such an exchange. e
four sessions of the symposium were
devoted to the key elements that

deﬁned such partnering and how to
realize it in practice. ey were
anchored by eminent resource
people from India and abroad
known for their expertise and deep
understanding of this emerging
trend. e symposium overviewed
those factors needed for a successful
marriage between institutions of
learning and industry, along with
the diﬃculties and challenges that
such an encounter could generate.
e roles of Government, universities and industrial associations
were analysed along with the
policies, incentives and initiatives
needed to foster and strengthen
such partnerships.
Tejas Joseph
Guest Faculty
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South Zone Vice-Chancellors Conference in Pondicherry University

Puducherry: e Association of
Indian
Universities
and
Pondicherry University jointly
organized a two-day South Zone
Vice-Chancellors Conference at
Pondicherry University on Sept.
11-13, 2008.
Eminent academician Prof.
Anandha Krishnan delivered the
keynote address. e central theme
of the conference was ‘Basic Science
Education
and
Research:
Constraints and Challenges of
Universities’.
Vice–Chancellors
from the South discussed various
issues concerning the declining
interest in basic sciences and ways
and means to create a sustained
interest in research in science
among students.
Inaugurating the conference, the
President of Association of Indian
Universities, Prof. A.M. Pathan
said, “e declining interest in
basic sciences is a universal trend
and is not new to India. We need
to ﬁnd out ways to address the challenges.”
Pondicherry University ViceChancellor, Prof. J.A.K. Tareen said
that there are diﬀerent factors
contributing to the declining interest in basic sciences. “One of the
factors is the drive of the job
market. Students prefer to look for
openings
immediately
aer
completing their graduation. ey
are pulled towards areas like bioinformatics, biotechnology, man-

agement and information technology sector. ere is no good
investment in science education.
e bulk of grants are going to IITs.
Regular universities have been
producing manpower for the sustenance of the country’s industries
for the last 50 years. ey get lower
funding,” he added.
D. Purandeswari, Union Minister of State for Higher Education, in
her presidential address said that
the government has also come out
with a task force which would look
into the matter regarding the
decline in science education.
Prof. A. Gnanam, former ViceChancellor of the university and
Chairman of National Assessment
and Accreditation Council said
that the declining interest in fundamental sciences is not only
restricted to subjects such as
physics and chemistry but also for
electrical and mechanical engineer-

ing disciplines.
Academicians
however came
out with a
number
of
solutions to
solve the crisis.
Dr.
Aruna
Sivagami,
Vice-Chancellor,
Mother
 e r e s a
Women University
said
that there should be wide spread
emphasis on encouraging students
to take up basic science courses
from the school level, to create
sustained interest in students.
Prof. J.A.K. Tareen suggested
that the attention of students
should be drawn towards sciences
with an assurance of a career in the
particular stream. ere is also a
need for change in policy of the
government for sustained grants for
universities rather than one-time
grants. “Government should try to
improve funding and initiate development of basic science education
and science laboratories,” he added.
At the end of the conference, a
cultural
extravaganza
was
performed by the students of the
university in the evening.
Arathi Krishnakumar
Rinoy Basumatary
Suja Das
Mass Communication

held at Yenam from Sept. 29-30.
e Rajiv Gandhi Engineering

College won the trophy and the
Pondicherry Engineering College
was the runners up.
Dr. P.K Subramanian, Head,
Dept. of Physical Education spoke
to The Inquirer. He said, “e
Dept. of Physical Education selects
the best players every year for
various tournaments held at diﬀerent parts of the country. e
department needs good coaches
and more infrastructure like a
cricket stadium, and ﬂoodlight
courts. We expect to have these in
the near future.”
Jitendriya Jena
Mass Communication

The Sports Pavilion

Puducherry: Diﬀerent sports
events were organized by the Dept.
of Physical Education, Pondicherry
University.
Inter-collegiate Cricket Tournament was held from Sept. 22-30,
2008 in which 32 teams participated. Tagore Arts College won the
trophy defeating Pondicherry
University Community College.
e Kabadi competition was held
from Sept. 18-20 at Karaikal in
which 15 teams participated.
Pondicherry University won the
championship defeating AAGSA
College, Karaikal.
e badminton competition was

Know your University

Departmental exchanges: Anthropology, Biotechnology,
Subramania Bharathi School of Tamil Language and Literature
Puduchery: ‘Know your University’, a
monthly programme organized by the
University was held at J.N. auditorium of
Pondicherry University on Dec. 22, 2008.
Coordinator of the Programme, Prof. S.
Murali, Dept. of English gave the welcome
address.
The Dept. of Anthropology, Biotechnology, Subramania Bharathi School of Tamil
Language and Literature shared the
working of their departments. Dr. A.
Chellaperumal, Reader and Head of
Anthropology Department spoke on the
programmes offered, thrust areas of
research and the achievements of the
department. The department focuses on
“giving voice to the voiceless” and has studied the tribal communities of Andhra
Pradesh, Andaman and Tamil Nadu and
also has done extension work to get recognition for tribals in Puducherry. In the
future, the department plans to strengthen
visual anthropology and establish an
anthropology museum.
The Biotechnology Department’s activities were summarized by the Head of the
department, Dr. M. Sakthivel. He shared

that though established in 1992 as a
centre, it was upgraded to a department in
1999. The department has recently got the
first U.S. patent to protect findings on
“Dimer of phenazine-1-carboxylic acid.” The
department has completed 12 researches and
has 8 ongoing projects. Their research
collaborators include Kansas State University, USA and Danish Government Institute,
Denmark.
The audience next got to know the Subramania Bharathi School of Tamil Language
and Literature. Prof. S. Arokiyanathan said,
“The department was established in 1986 in
Karaikal and later transferred in 1987 to
Puducherry.” The department has got a Kamban chair to do research on the Ramayana epic.
They have done several UGC research projects which include the dictionary of Siddha
literature and dictionary of Tamil folklore. A
thematic volume is also brought out each
year by the department.
In his concluding address, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof. J.A.K. Tareen said that the programme effectively contributed to sharing
with each other.
Arathi Krishnakumar
Mass Communication
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The Global Economic Downturn
THE INQUIRER

No need for panic

Puducherry: On Sept. 17, 2008, the
Department of International Business organized the industry-institute interface on Global Economic
Downturn.
Dr. Mohan K. Pillai, Professor and
Head, Department of International
Business welcomed the gathering.
Mr. M. Manoharan, faculty
member highlighted the scope of
the seminar.
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. J. A. K.
Tareen, in his presidential address
laid emphasis on mass momentum
and steady government economic
policies to counter global economic
downturn.
Mr. D. Sampath Kumar, Associate
Editor, Business Line, in his
keynote address, gave a statistical
review of rate of growth and
economic activities in USA. “If the
U.S.A. suﬀers from any economic
growth, its eﬀect is felt throughout
the globe. One percent of reduction
of growth in USA is 0.5% in
Europe and 0.75% in India. e
crude oil rate increased from 45$ to
70$ per barrel and India struggled
to cope with this international
scenario. Current micro policies, oil
sector, rise of per capita income in

U.S.A have all led to a crisis in
global ﬁnance,” he said.
He also urged for steady government policies to tackle the present
economic crisis which is now
prevalent and gave a surprising
look towards our policy makers
citing the example of Singur.
Dr. Panneerselvam, Dean, School
of Management, and Mr. S. Kaundheya, Chief Executive Oﬃcer, iHorse BPO Solutions Pvt. Ltd., in
their felicitation address added
some fuel to the discussion asking
to focus on the local markets.
In the panel discussion, Dr. K.
Jaﬀer, Chairperson, ETA Ascon,
West Asia Exports Ltd., gave
importance to the political and
social stability in the world to
address this problem.
“Unemployment, insecurity, inﬂation are to blamed for this crisis,”
said Mr. B. Nedumaran, Head,
Corporate Aﬀairs, Ma Foi. He also
gave importance to employability,
multi-skill personality, and use of
human resources to tackle the
current situation.

Puducherry: Pondicherry University will soon have Wi-Fi facilities
enabled in the entire campus. e
university has plans to approach
laptop manufacturers to oﬀer
students and partial bank support
to buy them.
Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL), Puducherry entered into a
formal agreement to establish an
integrated communication network
at the campus. Vice-Chancellor of
the university Prof. J.A.K. Tareen
said, “We are making the entire
campus Wi-Fi enabled so that the
students will be in a position to
access information anywhere in the
campus. At a cost of Rs. 2 crore,
the work has commenced and the
project will be completed soon.
BSNL would look aer the project
for the next three years,” he said.
“BSNL has started to lay optical

ﬁbre connecting 44 buildings in the
university campus including
hostels. ey are using 25 km of
optical ﬁbre for the work, ” General
Manager of BSNL, Puducherry,
R. Marshal Antony Leo said.
Once the project is completed the
university
will have all the
communication infrastructures like
optical ﬁbre connectivity to all
buildings, IP voice telephones to all
faculty and oﬃcers, wireless internet throughout the campus and
structured calling network for all
buildings.
Deputy
General
Manager
Telcom, BSNL, A. Robert J. Ravi,
said that there will be a in-built
security system and only systems
authenticated by nodal incharge
could enter the network.
Monalisha Basumatary
Mass Communication

Jitendriya Jena
Mass Communication

Wi-Fi enabled campus soon

Opportunities to study abroad

Seminar on higher education in UK
Puducherry: A seminar on
higher studies in United
Kingdom was organized by
the British Council and the
Dean of Students Welfare on
Sept. 19, 2008. Dr. K.M.
Tamizhmani,
Dean
of
Students Welfare delivered
the welcome address.
L. Dhansekaran, Head,
Education UK, gave a brief
introduction about the British
Council. He said that the
British Council is UK’s international organization for
educational opportunities
and cultural relations and its
purpose is to build mutually
beneﬁcial
relationships
between people in UK and
India through collaborations
in arts, culture, education,
science and technology.
“e International English
Language Testing System
(IELTS) was a must for
Masters in Business Adminis-

tration. We advise that
students take the IELTS as it
will help in getting admissions and at the time of
getting visa. In case students
have any diﬃculty in English
communication skills, then
IELTS gives an opportunity
for them to get additional
support from universities
before the starting of the
course through pre-session
English programmes,” he
said.
The British council is
actively functioning in 109
countries and 227 towns and
cities worldwide. “We are
currently working in the areas
of English language teaching,
building education and
research
collaborations
through the UK India Education and Research Initiative,”
he added.
R. Nim Bahadur, Manager
of Education UK, gave a brief

introduction on scholarships
for students pursuing their
higher studies in UK. ey
can apply for scholarships
such as
Commonwealth
Shared Scholarships Scheme,
Dorothy Hodgkin Postgraduate Awards and other
fellowship plans.
British
scholarships include reimbursement of tuition fees and
boarding expenses.
Regarding
selection
of
universities, he said a Quality
Assurance Agency in UK
visits individual departments
of universities and checks on
categories such as course
content, curriculum, teachers
experience, research activities, projects, percentage of
students who pass and how
soon students get employment.
Rinoy Basumatary
Mass Communication
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The Dalai Lama in our neighbourhood!!
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Human unity and Universal amity: a timeless message for a globalizing world society

The Dalai Lama inaugurates the Pavilion of Tibetan Culture, Auroville
Photo: Olivier, Auroville

Young Aurovillians in Tibetan attire with the Dalai Lama
Photo: Ireno Guerci, Auroville

A decade into the new millennium be found, he noted.
thought are you.”
oriented” and capable of transcendhas already borne witness to a starIn the address that followed, he
Speaking about the various crises ing prejudice and reaction. Develtling number of changes and devel- requested the services of a transla- that gripped the world in its relent- oping a sense of concern for the well
opments. e phenomenal growth tor so that he could convey his less grasp presently, he pointed out being of all will not come spontaof the Asian economy, the unsettling respect and greetings along with his that an extremely self-centered atti- neously and requires training and a
spectre of terrorism and the shrink- thoughts and ideas to the local tude was at the source of much new type of reasoning, he stressed.
ing of time and space due to the people present. Buddhism was one personal and collective suﬀering is is the role of the education of
internet are some of these. Also on of ancient India’s foremost examples that humankind experienced. tomorrow. Its responsibility is a
record is the growing awareness for of radical thinking and philosophi- Disdain for the culture and ways of great one as it will have to change
a more sustainable way of life by the cal sophistication, he expounded. life of others generated a harmful old patterns of thought and behavworld community and the deep “We always consider Indians our viewpoint that led to war and iour to create a new world where
longing for harmony and underhuman unity and
standing amongst the diﬀerent
universal responsibilnations of the world in a rapidly
ity is on everyone’s
globalizing environment.
agenda.
We went to hear the charismatic
Turning his attenand renowned spiritual and politition to health, he
cal leader of Tibet, the Dalai Lama,
stated that the physical
on Jan. 20 when he visited Auroville
wellbeing of the body
to inaugurate the Pavilion of
is aﬀected by our
Tibetan Culture. Perhaps it was
mental and emotional
ordained that this event to celebrate
states. Positive mental
human unity coincided with
attitudes help bodily
another signiﬁcant one in the westhealth. To illustrate
ern world – that of the swearing in The Dalai Lama visits the Matri Mandir, Auroville. Photo: Ireno Guerci, Auroville
this he shared with us
of Barack Obama, America’s ﬁrst In conversation with the Dalai Lama. Photo: Olivier, Auroville
his experience aer a
coloured president – that bespeaks gurus, while we are the chelas”, he conﬂict. Emotional attachments – to recent surgery he underwent for the
of new times to come in world poli- quipped. He expressed his deepest one’s own thinking and preferred removal of his gall bladder. ough
tics!
admiration and regard for old way of life - are mostly mental it was a complicated surgery lasting
Tibetan culture, according to His Indian Buddhist masters, logicians, projections which limit our world almost three hours, he recovered in
Holiness, is representative of and thinkers such as Nagarjuna and view and obstruct our vision for a a week’s time. He attributed his
compassion, non-violence and Bodhidharma (the founder of Zen), happier and better world for all. He quick recovery to his genial, jovial
goodwill to all. ese qualities are both of whom hailed from south assured us that if we learnt to and calm mental state. e pursuit
sorely needed in today’s world. India. With his characteristic consider ‘the other’ as being more of peace and happiness can also be
Material development alone is not a humility he asserted, “I am just an important than ourselves, then we treated as a secular scientiﬁc enterguarantee for peace. As life depends ordinary and ignorant human could develop genuine empathy. prise. Just like secular medicine was
on a compassionate cultural her- being. I am like a messenger and Such an expansive feeling for our used to treat disease, the practice of
itage, it is important to make eﬀorts communicator of ancient Indian fellow beings would be one that was mindfulness and whole-heartedness
for its preservation wherever it may thought; the real owners of that ‘being oriented” rather than “action- were tools that could be employed

in the service of individual and
societal health and happiness, he
strongly felt.
e concept of ‘universal responsibility’ has become the core of his
political thought and philosophy
today. He has repeated time and
again that this is his “ﬁrst commitment”; the others being inter-religious dialogue and the cause of
Tibet. During the past years, His
Holiness has talked extensively
about ethics and the ethical life as
being the only ways to save the
planet and humankind from chaos
and destruction. is approach
applied not only to the ﬁelds of
environmental protection, business,
administration or education, but to
all ﬁelds of life equally. For him,
ethics are fundamental and deep
human values that help to put
humankind, not only man, at the
centre of our thoughts.
is is the ﬁrst step towards what
he calls ‘universal responsibility’ – a
new world order in the making and
one that we will all have to learn to
partake in. He ended the session
with a heart warming salute and
plea to the young, both in the
audience and in the world at large,
saying , “You are the 21st generation
and hope lies with you.”

1st ANNUAL EXHIBITION
( PHOTOGRAPHY STUDENTS 2007-08, SAIMC )

Hola Mohalla Festival, Anandpur Sahib Nilay Jyoti Talukdar

Five Rathas, Mamallapuram,
Tamil Nadu - Nilay Jyoti Talukdar

Mall Road, Shimla Kiranjit Baruah

Bike Rickshaw, Gujarat Tanul Trivedy

Students of SAIMC (Sri
Aurobindo Institute of Mass
Communication), New Delhi
exhibited their work in
Puducherry from Dec. 23-28,
2008. ey started their journey from New Delhi on June
14th 2008, and exhibited their
photographs
at
Alliance
Française (New Delhi); Exhibition House, Sri Aurobindo
Ashram (Puducherry); Gallery
Square Circle, Kala Kendra
(Auroville) and ended on Jan.
11, 2009 at Lalit Kala Academy
(Chennai).
Nitin Rai, Head, Creative
Photography, SAIMC says,
“Learning photography does
not mean just becoming technically good; utmost importance is given to evolve the
inner vision. Photographers

must see things that a lay
person can’t see. ey must
develop the sensitivity and
discipline of the medium to
capture the right moment in its
rightful space. ey should be
observant of the smallest details
around them.” e works of his
students evokes the varied ways
in which people relate to situations and environments.
Reﬂecting myriad moods and
expressions of the people, the
photographs
communicate
their ways of seeing.
An exhibition such as this showcasing the work of students
inspires and encourages youth
people to come out and express
their talents and share them with
the larger community.
V. Nathy
Mass Communication

Radhika Khanna
Rinoy Basumatory
Tejas Joseph
V. Nathy
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The Dance form of Astad Deboo

Photos courtesy: Astad Deboo Dance Company and Kala Kendra, Auroville.

Auroville: On Dec. 29, 2008, Astad
Deboo performed “Rhythm Divine”
accompanied by the Hula group. Astad
walked the parameter with eight
Manipuri dancers at the Bharat Nivas
auditorium.
e one and a half hour show
witnessed a collage of ﬂying, catapulting
and pirouetting human forms to the
incredulity and delight of the audience.
e movements drawn from the whirling
dervishes of suﬁsm evoked a mood of
surrender and wonder. One could only
marvel at the phenomenal control over
the body and its exact movements choreographed to great precision yet aﬀording
ﬂexibility and scope for improvisation.
e performance provoked various
questions in the audience - what we see,
is that a symbol or a drum; tradition or
modernity; choreography or philosophy?
What are the connotations that we bring
to the rhythmic images?
Helping us to transcend normal human
experience, Rhythm Divine it was.
Radhika Khanna
Faculty

Astad Deboo is a unique
dancer. Though classically
trained, he is by definition a
practitioner of modern
dance. Astad Deboo can be
single handedly credited with
bringing
experimentalist
modern dance forms to the
Indian stage.
He is known for his work
with small creative groups
with whom he takes two
elements of dance - improvisation and experiment - to
new and untried heights.
Blending and fusing diverse
movements – from gymnastics, martial arts and classical
dance – within a theatrical
format in support of abstract
themes is his forte.
Astad trained in Kathak
with Prahlad Das in Kolkatta
and with E.K. Panicker in
Kathakali in Kerala. Both

Art Gallery

K. Vasanth. M.A. Mass Communication

Only
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You

these dance forms are distinct
from each other. One gives
importance to whole body
movements (particularly the
limbs), whilst the other
concentrates
on
facial
expressions and delicate hand
gestures. To this native repertoire he has added his experiences from modern dance in
America and Europe, studying under renowned dancers
like Martha Graham, Pina
Bausch and Alison Chase.
Armed with this eclectic bag
of skills he has experimented
with a variety of forms,
themes,
concepts
and
performance spaces and has
collaborated with other
dancers, composers and
designers to create innovative
works of aesthetic value all
over the world.
Recipient of the Sangeet

Natak Akademi Award for
Creative Dance in 1995,
Astad Deboo has performed
at the Great Wall of China,
with the cult rock band from
the 70’s, Pink Floyd, in
London and at the 50th
anniversary of the American
Dance Festival. Deboo was
commissioned by fashion
designer Pierre Cardin to
choreograph a dance for Maia
Plissetskaia, prima ballerina
of the Bolshoi Ballet.
He has given command
performances for the royal
families of Japan and
Thailand. He was the first
contemporary dancer to
perform at the Elephanta and
Khajuraho festivals and has
conducted workshops at the
London School of Contemporary Dance and the China
Akademy of Arts, Beijing.

Apart from his various
collaborations with groups
and individuals abroad, he is
known for his commitment
to working with the Action
Players of Kolkata. Also
known as the “Deaf Group”,
this is a group of theatre and
dance professionals who are
hearing impaired. He also
works with the Hula group of
Manipur known for their
highly gymnastic/martial arts
oriented movements.
Artistic performances
affect audiences in different
ways – from entertaining and
informing to provoking and
inspiring. Astad Deboo seems
to situate his audience in a
new category altogether, that
of speechless wonder!
Tejas Joseph
Guest Faculty

Pondicherry University in Community Service

Pondicherry University launches community FM Puduvai Vaani
107.8 MHz. The new Community Radio Service (CRS), initiated and implemented by Pondicherry University is now on air with its transmission from 6
- 10 a.m., 1 - 2 p.m., 5 - 9 p.m. on weekdays (Programmes in Tamil) and 6 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on saturdays and sundays (Programmes in Tamil, English and other
languages). The FM reaches a distance of about 20 km radius from the
university campus. Besides the faculty and students of the university,
programmes are also presented by the people of the community. The
language of broadcasting primarily includes Tamil and English.

Puduvai Vaani has been started with an aim to create awareness among people to improve the quality of their lives. Puduvai Vaani
is the public broadcaster to awaken, inform, enlighten, educate and entertain. Including programmes on women empowerment,
communal harmony, health and education, it aspires to voice various developmental issues and concerns. It brings out the
hidden talents of the students in and around the University campus and also offers opportunities for the practical sessions for
students of the Centre for Electronic Media and Mass Communication.

Iyappan. E M.A. Mass Communication

Listeners feedback and suggestions for programming are invited at
puduvaivaani@gmail.com
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Mw;wpy;
d;iwa jpdk; mjpfg;gbahd
kio muR kw;Wk; jdpahh;
gs; s pfSf; F
tpLKiw
tplg;gl;bUe;jJ. mjpfkhd kioapd; fhuzkhf Fkud; gbf;Fk;
gs;spia
xl;bAs;s
Mw;wpy;
nts;sk; ngUf;nfLj;J XbaJ.
kWehs; kioapd; jhf;fk; Fiwa
gs;sp kPz;Lk; tof;fk; Nghy;
,aq;f Muk;gpj;jJ. Mdhy; Mw;wpy;

m

rpwpa
Rdhkp
Nghy nts;sk;
Mh;ghpj;Jf;nfhz;L XbaJ. “muR
gs;spapy; gapYk; Fkud;> uh[P>
KUfd; %tUk; ez;gh;fs;. Fkud;
tPl;bw;F xNu kfd; vd;gjhy;
m t D i l a ngw;Nwhh;fs; mtd;
kPJ mjpfkhd ghrk; itj;jpUe;jdh;.
md;iwa jpdk; Fkudpd; jha;
mtid ghh;j;J nry;yk; ghh;j;J
Xukh Nghg;gh> Mw;wpy; nts;sk;
tUjhk; mq;F Nghfhjg;gh vd;W
$wpdhs;. gs;sp czT ,ilNtisapd; NghJ uh[P> Nla;
Mj;Jy nts;sk; tUjhk; ehk
Ngha;
ghh;g;Nghkh?
vd;W
FkuidAk;> KUfidAk; Nfl;lhd;.
FkuDk;
nts;sj;ij ghh;f;f
Ntz;ba Mh;tj;jpy; rhpnad;W $wp
dhd;. %tUk; gs;spia fl; nra;J
kjpak; Mw;wpw;F nrd;wdh;.
Mw;wpy; ePhpd; Ntfk; mjpfkhff;
fhzg;gl;lJ. mjpfkhd ePiu

ghh;j;jJk; KUfd; Mw;wpd; fiu
Xuj;jpy; ,wq;fp tpisahl FkuDk;
rw;W ,wq;fpdhd;. ,Wjpapy; %tUk;
,wq;fp tpisahl Muk;gpj;jdh;.
Mw;wpy; ePhpd; Ntfk; mjpkhf
,Uf;fNt Fkuid nkJthf ePh;
,Oj;J nrd;wJ. rpwpJ Neuj;jpy;
Fkudpd; $f;Fuy;...
fhg;ghj;Jq;f! fhg;ghj;Jq;f!!
vd;W Nfl;f mtid ghh;jj
;

KUfd; gaj;jpd; cr;rpapy; ez;gid
fhg;ghw;w Ntz;Lk; vd;w Ntfj;jpy;
mtDk; ePhpDs; nrd;whd;. ePhpd;
Ntfk; mjpfkhf ,Ue;jjpdhy;
,UtUk; mbj;J nry;yg;gl;ldh;.
fiuapy; ,Ue;j uh[P “INah!
Iaa;Nah!! vd;W mswpabj;jgb Xl
,jid ghh;j;j Ch; kf;fs; ePhpdpy;
Fjpj;J
,UtiuAk;
fhg;ghw;w
Kad;wdh;. Mdhy; KUfid kw;Wk;
,Oj;J te;J fiuapy; Nghl;ldh;.
Fkuid fhztpy;iy. ,e;j Nrjp
gs;sptiur; nry;y gs;sa
p py; ,Ue;J
midtUk; te;J tpll
; dh;. gpdd
; h;
ntF Neuk; fopjJ
; Fkudpd; cly;
fiuf;F vLj;J tug;gl;lJ. Fkud;
,we;j nra;jpia Nfl;L mtDila
jha; mswpabj;jgb Xbte;J mtid
fl;b jOtp Gyk;gpdhs;.

gpughfud;

Cartoonscape

Mass Communication
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gj;k= [.m..fh.. jhPd;
fy;tpg; gzpapy; rpwe;J tpsq;fpaikf;fhf ,e;jpa murpd; gj;k= tpUJ ngw;w GJit gy;fiyf;fof
JizNte;jh;> Nguhrphpah; [.m.fh. jhPd; mth;fis Nguhrphpah;fs;> khzt> khztpah;fs; kw;Wk;
mYtyf Copah;fs; rhh;ghf tho;j;JfpNwhk;. JizNte;jh; Nguhrphpah; [.m.fh. jhPd; jyikapy;
vq;fspd; fy;tpapid njhlh;e;J tsh;j;Jf; nfhs;tjpy; khzth;fshfpa ehq;fs; kpfTk; ngUkpjk;
nfhs;fpNwhk;.

rphpf;f itf;Fk; NtYkhkh
cw;rhfk;> nfhz;lhl;lk;> FJ}fyk;
,J ,th; ,Uf;Fkplk;> Mk;
Foe;ijfspd; khkhtha; mth;fis
rphpff
; itj;Jk;> ehlfj;Jiwia
gapwW
; tpj;Jk;> me;j ngUk; gzpapy;
jhDk; re;Njh\g;gl;L> ehlfj;Jiwia tsh;jJ
; tUk; NtYkhkh
vd;fpw r.NtYrutzd;. ,th;
GJf;Nfhl;il khtl;lj;jpy; xU
rpdd
;
tptrha FLk;gj;jpypUe;J
te;J ebfuhFk; MirNahL GJit
gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; ehlf fiy
Nkw;gbg;ig gbj;jhh;. ehlfj;jpd;
<h;g;ghy; ‘Mop ehlf FO’ vd;w
FOit
njhlq;fp
rpwg;gha;
midtiuk;
rphpff
;
itj;Jf;
nfhz;bUf;fpwhh;. ehlfj;Jiwapy;
mth; <h;gG; f;Ff; fhuzkha; mth;
nrhy;tJ
cyf
tuyhw;wpd;
fz;zhbaha; ,Ue;J> tuyhw;Wf;nfy;yhk; tbtk; je;J> kdpjid
cyfkwpar;nra;Ak;
Clfkha;
ehlfk; ,Ug;gJjhd; vd;gjhFk;.
mth; fy;Y}hpapy; gapd;w fhyj;jpy;
mth;
Jiwapy;
,af;Fdh;
jpU.ghyre;jh; Kd; eilngw;w
Kjy; ehlfkhd ‘xsuq;frPgg; py;’
ebf;f tha;g; G; kWf;fg;gl fhuzkha;
,Ue;j mthpd; Foe;ijKfNk
,d;dhspy; mthpd; Kfthpaha;
MdJ vd;W nrhy;yyhk;.
Kjd;
Kjypy;
[hd;Y}ap];
fy;tpJiw ,af;Feh;(1991) xU
re;ju;gg; j;jpy; ,th; jpwikia
fhzNeh;e;J ,tUf;F gs;sfSf;
p
F
nrd;W ehlfk; ebf;f tha;gG; ngw;W
je;jhh;. ‘Mop ehlf FO’ %yk;
gs;spfspy; ehlfk; elj;jd
p hh;.
mq;F gs;spfspy; khzt khztpah;
tpUg;gg; gl;L jUk; rpdd
;
rpdd
;
rpyy
; iufNs mthpd; ntFkjp.
,Ug;gpDk; mthpd; ehlf Mh;tk;
mtiu gl;bdpNahLk; $l ey;y
ebfdha; thonra;jJ vd;Nw
nrhy;yNtz;Lk;.
mg;Nghija
ghz;br;Nrhpapy; ntspA+h; tho; kf;fs;
jq;f ‘n[af;Fkhh; tpyy
; h’ vd;w xU
fl;blk; nrapd; njNurh tPja
p py;
cz;L> mq;F xU rpy ez;gh;fspd;
cjtpNahL
jq;fp
ehlfk;
elj;jd
p hh;. ,q;F jq;fpajd; %yk;
Kjd;Kjy; jdpegh; Nu\d;fhh;L
mtUf;F
jug;gl;lJ
vd;gJ
nefpor
; r
; a
p hd xd;W. rpwpJ fhyk;
fopjJ
; $j;Jg;gl;liwapy; gzpahw;wp
gpdG; mijAk; tplL
; tpyfpdhh;. gpdG;
xUKiw nrd;id Kl;Lf;fhL
flw;fiw
xl;ba
fpuhkj;jpy;
jf;\dh; rpju; h Foe;ijfSf;F xU
Nfk;g; elj;jg;gl;lJ. ,e;j “Nfk;g;
,thpd;
tho;fi
; f
ghijf;F
jpUg;GKid
je;jJ
vd;W
nrhy;yyhk;.
Mk;
mq;F

Foe;ijfSf;F Kf%b> nghk;ik
nra;tJ gw;wp fw;Wf;nfhLf;f NghdNghJ vjphg; huhj tpjkha; md;iwa
epfo;rr
; p epuypy; tu Ntz;ba egh;
tuhj fhuzj;jpdhy; me;j Nfk;gd
p ;
jiyikaha; ,Ue;j V.R.Njtpfh
mth;fsplk; xg;Gjy; ngw;W> jd;
fy;Y}hp fhyj;jpy; jd; Project-f;fhf
jahupjj
;
ehlfkhd ‘fly;G+jk;’
ehlfj;ij vspikahd Kiwapy;
kf;fNshL kf;fshf (mjhtJ Inter
Active eatre) elj;jg;gLk; tpjj;jpy;
elj;jpf; fhl;bdhh;. mJ md;W
ngw;w ghuhl;Lfspdhy; 3000 KiwfSf;F Nky; muq;Nfw;wg;gl;L
tpll
; J vd;gJ Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ.
,th;fspd; fiyNrit vd;gJ
ntWk; fiyNritNahL epdW
;
tpltpyi
; y. mJ tpahjp> ,og;G
vd;w #oypy; ,Uf;Fk; Foe;ijfis rphpff
; itf;f xU r%f
Nritahf
nra;ag;gl;Lf;nfhz;bUf;fpwJ vd;Nw nrhy;yNtz;Lk;.
milahhpy; ,Uf;Fk;> Nfd;]h;
gy;fiyf;fofj;jwp F
; Nghf Neh;ej
;
NghJ mq;Fs;s Foe;ijfis
kl;Lky;y Foe;ijfspd; epiyahy;
ghjpff
; g;gl;l ngw;NwhiuAk; Nrh;j;J
rphpff
; itj;j xU ,jaG+ht
; khd
nray;ghL mtUf;Fz;L. ,Jjhd;
cyfk;> ,Jjhd; tho;fi
; f vd;W
ntspAyfk; mwpa rpdd
;
rpdd
;
gpQR
; fis nrq;fy; #isfis
kl;LNk fhzj;njhpe;j Foe;ijfis.
‘jkpoe
; hL
muR
njhopyhsh;
eyj;Jiw’ vd;w Jiwapd; %yk;
Foe;ijfs; kWtho;T eythhpa
xUq;fi
p dg;ghsh;’jpU.yy;yp mth;fs;
fpll
; j;jl;l 150 Foe;ijfis
kPl;Fk; gzpapy; <Lgl;lhh; mth;fis
jd; ehlffiyapd; %yk; xU kd
vOr;rpia Vw;gLj;jp> jhd; kdpjd;
vd;w
czu;it
mth;fSf;F
Vw;gLj;jpa ngUik mtUf;Fz;L.
,e;j
vOr;rpapd;
fhuzkha;
jkpoe
; hl;bd;
fnyf;nlh;
jpU.
uhjhfpU\;zd;> jpU. re;Njh\;ghG>
jpU. rha;Fkhh; MfpNahuhy; ghuhl;L
ngw;whh;. 2000 Mk; Mz;by; mLj;j
];lhh; ahU vd;w Nfs;tpfF
; “NtY
rutzd;
vd;W
ebfh;
jpU.fky`hrd; mth;fshy; gjpy;
nrhy;yg;gl;bUe;jJ. ,th; ,e;ja
p h
LNl %yk; 96-Mk; Mz;L jkpo;
ehl;bd; ehlfJiwapd; tpbnts;sp
vd;W ghuhl;L ngw;wth; Mde;j
tpfldpy; 7 gf;f fl;Liuapy; ,tiu
rpwg;gpj;jpUg;gJ ,thpd; jpwikf;F
xU rhd;W. Rdhkpahy; ghjpff
; g;gl;l
kf;fSf;F nghUshjhu hPja
p py;
vj;jidNah
kPlG;
gzpfs;
nra;ag;gl;bUg;gpDk;
flY}hpy;
mLj;Js;s
jhoq;Flh
fpuhk

kf;fis jd; “NjtNyhf ahidfs;;
%yk; rphpf;f itj;J kdjstpy;
kPll
; Jld; me;j Neuj;jpy; mq;F
fye;J
nfhs;ste;j
jpU.
fpspzl
; d; mth;fis xd;];Nkhh;
Nfl;f itj;j mthpd; jpwik
ghuhl;Lf;FwpaJ.
jkpoe
; hL>
fh;ehlfk; Nghd;w khepyq;fSf;Fk;>
Rtplr
; u;yhe;J> n[h;kdp Nghd;w
INuhg;gpa ehLfSf;F nrd;W
ehlfk; elj;jpa mDgtk; ngw;wth;>
,e;j NtYkhkh. vj;jidNah
ehlfq;fs; ebj;jpUg;gpDk; Mde;j
tpfldpd>; Rl;b tpfldpd; Muk;g
tpohtpwF
;
(2000-Mk;
Mz;L)
“kFbfhud;” vd;w ehlfj;ij
jpU. ehrh; kw;Wk; rpdd
; grq;fNshL
Nrh;eJ
;
kfpo;eJ
;
nghz;lhbaJ
mthpd; kwf;f Kbahj mDgtk;
vd;gJ mthpd; fUj;J. rq;fpj
ehlf mfhlkp> GJnly;yp rhfpja
;
ehlf mfhlkp> GJnly;yp GJit
fiy gz;ghl;Lj;Jiw> GJit
muR MfpNahuhy; rpwg;gpff
; g;gl;lth;.
jpUg;G+h; jkpo;rq;f mthh;L rkPgj;jy
p ;
mtUf;F
jug;gl;lJ.
mthpd;
mq;fJq;f’
Foe;ijfSf;fhd
ehlfj;njhFg;G NeU ,yf;fpa
tpUJ
GJr;Nrhp
murhy;
jug;gl;Ls;sJ.
vj;jidNah
tpUJfs;>
ghuhl;Lfs;
mth;
ngw;wpUg;gpDk;
mthpd;
ngUk;
ghuhl;lha;
mth;
epidg;gjhf
nrhy;tJ Foe;ijfs; mtUf;F
md;NghL nfhLf;Fk; rpd;d rpdd
;
gupRfNs. ehlfk; gw;wa
p fUj;J
mthplk; Nfl;fg;gl;lNghJ mth;
$wpajhtJ “ehlfk; kdpjdpd;
mr;rk; jtphj
; J
; > ntl;fk; jtphj
; J
;
ntspgg; l itg;gJ. xt;nthU
khztUk;
ebfh;fis
Nghy
$r;rkwpahJ jd;dk;gpf;ifNahL
ntl;fkwpahky; nra;ygl Ntz;Lk;.
xt;nthU MrphpaUk; xU ehlf
ebfiu Nghy; ,Uf;Fk; #oiyNa
trPfukhd
Nghjidf;F
jahh;gLj;jNtz;Lk;. fhe;ji
p aNa
cUthf;fpa ehlfk; ,q;F Nfyp
$j;jha; ,Ug;gJ Ntjidahd
xd;W>
ehlfj;jpd;
epiy
tsh;r;rpapyy
; h epiyapy; ,Ug;gJ
Nghy; njhpej
; hYk; caphpdq;fspd;
capuha; ,Uf;fpw ehlfk; mopahJ.
mJ capupdq;fs; mopej
; hy; kl;LNk
rhj;ja
p k; vd;gjhFk;. Foe;ijfis
rphpff
; itj;Jf; nfhz;Nl Xbf;nfhz;bUf;Fk; ,thpd; fiyg;gzpfF
;
,d;Dk; vj;jid tpjkhd fsk;fs;
fhj;jpUf;fpdw; Njh!!!

nt.mwp T f; f dp
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Kavidhai Kelungal...
cjtp
V kdpjh!!
,d;W!
ahUf;F?
cd;dhy;! vd;d
cjtp MdJ?
vd;gij
cd; ehl; Fwpg;gpy;
vOjpg;ghh;...
ehl;fs; efh;e;j
gpd;Dk;>
cd; ehl;Fwpg;gpd;
gf;fq;fspy;

ntw;wplq;fNs...!
epiwtha; ,Uf;Fk;.>
me;j ntw;wplq;fs;
epiwthfj;
njhlq;fpdhy;...!
eP kdpjk; czu
njhlq;fptpl;lha;..
kz;zpd; Gdpjk;
czuj;
njhlq;fptpl;lha;!!!

ez;gd;
md;gpy;
ntz;gdp
Xil...
Jd;gj;jpy;>
epoy;jUk;
Fil...!
Nrhjid
tho;tpd;
mDgtg;ghlk;
gbf;f.>

fhyk;
jpwe;J itf;Fk;
Gj;jfk;
KjpNahh; ,y;yk;
Kfthp je;J
Kd;Ndw;wpath;fis>
Kfthp fpopj;J
KJikapd; gazk;
KbAk; tiu - ehk;
mDg;Gk;
“”tdthrk;”
nt.mwpTf;fdp

7 Humanscape

,d;Dk; Vd;
gpr;irf;fhuh;fs;
ekJ ,e;jpah vt;tsNth Jiwfspy; gy rhjidfis epfo;j;jp
Kd;NdwpdhYk;> gpr;ir vLj;jy;
vd;gJ Mq;fhq;Nf mg;gbNajhd;
,Uf;fr;nra;fpwJ.
,d;iwa
rKjhaj;ijvLj;Jf; nfhz;lhy;
gpr;ir vLg;gth;fspy; ngUk;ghyhNdhh; ngz;fSk; Foe;ijfSkhfj;jhd; cs;sdh;. ,g;gbnahU fhl;rpapid Vd; ,d;Dk;
ehk;
ghh;f;fpNwhk;.
gpr;ir
vLj;jypd; ,d;iwa epiyikia
fPo;tUk;
rpy
thpffspy;
fhz;Nghk;...
glj;jpy; cs;s ngz;kzapd;
taJ(43) ,Uf;Fk; mtu; ngah;
gr;irak;kh Ch; tpOg;G; uk; khtl;lk;
M#iur; Nrh;e;jth;. mg;ngz;kzpia ehd; GJit flw;fiw
rhiyapy;
fz;Nld;.
mtiu
re;jpj;J NgrpaNghJ mg;ngz;kzp
nrhd;d fhuzk;…
vdf;F xNu xU nghz;Z
kl;Lk;jhd;
ehd;
[e;Jkhj
fh;g;gpzpah ,Uf;Fk; NghNj vd;
GU\d
vd;d
iftpl;L
Nghapl;lhh;. mjw;fg;Guk; ,e;jg;
ngz;z ngj;J tsh;j;J xUj;jd;
ifapy; gpbr;Rf; nfhLj;Njd;.gpwF
nfhQ;rk; ehs; NghdJk; ehd;
ahUila cjtpAk; ,y;yhky;
jdpikahfptpl;Nld;. vd; nghz;Zq;f$l
vd;d
te;J
ftdpf;ftpy;iy.
,e;j
gPr;
Nuhl;Lyjhd; gpr;ir vLg;Ngd;.
ahuhtJ
rhg;gpl
vjhtJ
nfhLj;jhq;fdh mij rhg;gpl;L
tpl;L
Xukh
vq;Nfahr;Rk;
gLj;Jf;FNtd;. Ntiy nra;a
KbAkhd;D Nfl;Bq;fdh vdf;F
clk;Gf;F ,g;g xd;Dk; Kbay>
mjdhy ve;j NtiyAk; nra;a
KbahJ. Mdhy; cl;fhh;e;j gb
vjhtJ Ntiy nfhLj;jh rpW rpW
Ntiyfiyf; fz;bg;gh nra;Ntd;.
mg;Gwk;
vdf;F
KjpNahh;
ngd;\Ndh> Nu\d; fhh;Nlh
fpilahJ. ehDk; ,ijg;gw;wp
ahhplKk; cjtp Nfl;ljpy;iy.
ahuhtJ cjtp gz;zhq;fdh
Mrpukk; Nghd;w tpLjpapy; jq;fpf;
nfhs;fpNwd;. ,dpNk gpri
; r vLf;f
khl;Nld;.
,th;fisAk;
Nghd;wth;fs;
gpr;ir
vLg;gjw;F
fhuzk;
mth;fsJ FLk;gKk; xU fhuzk;.
ghJfhg;gjw;nfd;W> ‘murhq;fj;jpy;
gy topKiwfs; ,Ue;jhYk;ahUk;
fz;Lnfhs;tjpyi
; y.’ ,r;rKjhak;
vjw;fhf
,th;fis
xJf;fp
itf;f Ntz;Lk;?
mLj;jjhf xU thypgh; mth;
ngah; tPukzp taJ(24)Fwth;
,dj;ijr; Nrh;ej
; th; gY}d; tpwW
; f;
nfhz;bUe;jhh;. 3 rpWkpfs; gpr;ir
vLj;J tpl;L me;j thypgiu
mile;jhh;fs;. mg;NghJ mth;
$wpajhtJ... ,e;j 3 nghl;lg;
Gs;isq;f vq;fsr; Nrh;e;jtq;f
,y;y mth;fSf;F mg;gh> mk;kh
vy;yhUk;
,Uf;fhq;f>
ehd;
gs;spf;$lk; NghdJ fpilahJ.
yh];Ngl;ilapy;>
gq;fshNkL
vd;Dk; ,lj;jpy; vq;fr; rhjpfhuq;fSf;nfd jdpah tPLq;f
,Uf;FJ. MdhYk; ,e;j mwpTf;
nfl;lJq;f ,g;gb gz;ZJq;f.
vq;f rhjpapy ehq;f rhpah gbr;rJ
,y;yPq;f vq;fshy KbQ;r msT
,e;j
khjphp
Ntiyaj;jhd;
nra;aKbAJ. 2001-Mk; Mz;L
murhq;fk; vq;fSf;F gl;lh
nfhLj;jhq;f mjpy ehq;fNs
rpd;djh xU Fbiriag; Nghl;L
jq;fp
,Uf;fpNwhk;.
Mdhy;
tPl;Lf;F
iyl;
ntspr;rk;>
njUtpsf;F> rhpahd jz;zPh;
trjp mikr;R juyPq;f. $yp
Ntiyd;D ghh;j;jhf;fh vq;fs
ahUk; $g;gpl khl;lhq;f rhjp

New approaches to an old problem
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gr;irak;kh

ghFghL ghh;g;gjhy; xJf;fpj;jhd;
ghh;f;fwhq;f. tUkhdk; gj;jhjJy
rpd;d grq;fisAk; gs;spf;F
mDg;ghk gpri
; r vLf;f tpLwhq;f.
,th; Ngrpaij itj;J ghh;f;Fk;
NghJ> gbg;gwpT ,y;yhjjhYk;>
rhjp ghFghL ghh;f;Fk; tof;fj;jpdhYk;
gy
rKjhaq;fs;
Kd;NdWtjw;F jilahf ,Uf;fw
p J.
nghUshjhu
#o;epiyapd;
fhuzkhf gps;isfisAk; tpl;L
gpr;ir vLf;fitf;Fk; mtyepiy
Vw;gLfpwJ.
‘rKjhaj;jpy;
Kd;Ndw;wj;jpw;F gy jpl;lq;fs;
murhq;fj;jpy; ,Ue;jhYk; mit
KOikahf nray;glhjJ Vd;?’
rpe;jpf;f Ntz;Lk;.
gbj;jth;fspd; kj;jpapy; ,ijg;
gw;wp tpopg;Gzh;T ,y;yhjjw;F
fhuzk;> mth;fs; fw;Fk; fy;tp
Kiwapy;rKjhaj;ijg;
gw;wp
Fiwe;j msT Nghjpg;gNj. xU
rpyh; gpr;ir vLg;gij tof;fkhff;
nfhz;Lk;
kw;wth;fisAk;
fl;lhag;gLj;jp
<LgLj;jpAk;
tUfpd;wdh;.
,J
rl;lg;gb
Fw;wkhFk;. flik czh;T cs;s
xt;nthU ,e;jpa FbkfDk; ,J
Nghd;w mtyepiyiag; Nghf;f
Kd;tu Ntz;Lk;.

January, 2009

Child labour and an emerging Indian society

hild labour is a menace that
threatens the future of a
society, particularly in developing nations that have not been
able to modernize many of its
traditional institutions. Its predominance as a social problem over
others is reflected in
the high child work
participation rates in
India, which is higher
than any other developing
country
currently.
Child
labour
contributes significantly to a poor
family’s income. The
logic (and the mathematics) is a simple
one. By keeping children away from
school and out at
work – in a variety of
unskilled and casual
occupations – the
income of poor families is considerably
augmented. However,
few understand the
long term losses
incurred here. Young children
deprived of education lose the ability to widen their horizons and
skills, which curtails their growth as
individuals and limits their social
and economic participation as they
develop into adulthood eventually.
This is the ultimate price ( a very
heavy one indeed!) of missing
education in the critical years of a
child’s development.
I try to illustrate the widespread
nature of this problem with an
example (one of many that almost
all of us have experienced in Indian
cities) from real life that I encountered. I used to take my motorbike
for repairs to a certain workshop,
where a boy aged 12 was working. I
called him over one day and asked
him why he chose to work rather
than go to school. He revealed to
me that his family was very poor
(capable of earning only one meal a
day at best) and needed his income.
He could not go to school even
though primary education was
provided for free in Tamil Nadu
along with a free lunch designed

C

specifically to upgrade the nutritional needs of children from poor
households. Statistics, however,
reveal a high dropout rate despite
this “incentive”. The urgency of
their need, unfortunately, masked
the importance and value that

education could bring their son one
day. Many are such stories across
our country.
Until the dawning of the industrial revolution, children worked
along with parents and family on
farms. Education had not been
institutionalized and children were
“schooled” in the ways of life and
trained to meet the social and
economic demands of their
societies naturally by parents and
other family members. The coming
of the school as an institution in the
industrial era changed this natural
learning rhythm. Children were
recognized as future citizens who
would one day run the political,
social and economic institutions of
a nation or society. Formal schooling prepared them for this.
“Child labour”, which until then
was natural and routine, now
became a human rights issue. The
constitutions of democratic nations
enshrined the importance and
necessity of child education making
it compulsory and legal. However,
developing nations, like India, have

found it hard to enforce compulsory child education upon its
masses either through lack of political will or a vision for the future.
Indian society (unlike many of its
western counterparts) is not a
homogenous one. It is made up of
many classes
and sub groups
with their own
social and economic backg r o u n d s
differing from
one another,
which makes it
hard for a
government to
come up with a
unifying policy
on education.
Poverty and
child labour go
together. They
will have to be
addressed in
tandem.
The children
of poor families are forced
to work to provide economic support (however
meagre) to their families. Poor
families are also large ones with
many mouths to feed. To these
people survival is more important
than the projected “future benefits”
of education or social mobility.
Outlawing child labour is not the
solution for a country like India.
Our political masters and institutions will have to find creative ways
to address this problem. Night
schools and support for innovative
NGO programmes is one way.
Mandating corporate responsibility
(in the various commercial sectors
that children work in) through
providing “valuable educational
interventions” is one other. The
internet and mobile communications can be levereged to great
advantage in helping to bring about
a fully educated Indian society
someday. To these can be added a
host of dynamic and modular
education initiatives(both individual and collective).
Sandosh Kumar J. M.
Mass Communication

Hordes on our roads!
md;gurp
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The problem of crowding on our roads and streets

Just a few centuries ago there
were no modes of transportation.
One ﬁnds it hard to believe but
that is the fact. People used to
walk to their destination. Even
bullock carts were considered a
luxury. And you thought that just
walking to that nearest shop
would be like conquering the
Everest.
Over the years many changes
have taken place. Many means of
transportation which have come
into existence have turned out to
be both a boon and bane to
human beings. e greatest
evidence to this is the growth in
the accident statistics. Pollution is
the other adverse eﬀect known to
all.
Anybody who lives in a metro
faces a major challenge on the
roads and that is the traﬃc jam.
But have you ever considered why

this occurs? e millions of motor
vehicles on the roads of many
countries are the main cause. But
we turn a blind eye to it. e
mornings and evenings are the
rush hours where one is not
comfortable even if driving a car.
Busy streets are oen jammed
with the “gleaming” cars. Main
roads linking the cities are oen
too crowded.
ey are constantly being
maintained and improved to
relieve crowded conditions. But
the main streets of many small
towns are even now clogged with
two wheelers, buses, cars and even
bicycles. For the commuters, the
most hectic part of their schedule
is not when they work but it’s the
time when they have to travel to
and fro. What adds more to the
increase in crowded traﬃc conditions are the banks which oﬀer

huge two and four wheeler loans.
Along with a good number of
increase in vehicles, there is also a
huge rise in accidents. More than
ﬁve thousand accidents are being
ﬁled in courts every year in
Puducherry alone. Knowing this,
one can analyse the death toll that
happens each year.
Above all, what contributes
more to our traﬃc problems are
the small roads which are not
extended according to the
increase of vehicles and population. Heavy vehicles ﬁnd it diﬃcult to pass through the congested
roads which creates more and
more hours of traﬃc delay.
People are seen standing on the
footboard of crowded buses. It is
due to the inadequate transport
system that they are literally
forced to do this. e only thing
the people ﬁnd ironic, is that there

are many buses to the route to
which the number of passengers
are less. Don’t believe it? en just
think about how much time you
have wasted just to board that
crowded bus from Pondy (town)
to the university. Your experience
will tell you that what is said above
is true. But for some people who
take this as an adventure, just one
piece of advice. ink whether
this is necessary. Putting your life
in such danger will bring you
nothing.
However, one thing is for sure
that India may be shining but the
road and transport system is not.
Its our duty to make our road
systems suﬃcient along with our
government.
(Illustration on facing page)
V. Arivoucany
Mass Communication

8 Potpourri

The English
Classroom

Language is a medium of communication. It reveals the culture and
gives an identity to a person. So in
order to communicate with people
we need better language.
In India, people follow diverse
languages and dialects, out of these
twenty two are oﬃcial. It is not
possible for everyone to learn all the
languages for communicating with
others. English is considered as the

universal language, link language
and also an oﬃcial language. We
can develop our English skills for
better means of communication.
In this column, we are introducing
some simple tips. ese tips if
followed will help improve your
English.
Introduction to primary and
auxiliary verbs:
Primary verbs are:
For past tense: was, were
For present tense: is, am, are
For future tense: will be
Auxiliary verbs corresponding to:
Was: I, he, she, it
Were: we, you, they
Is: he, she, it
Am: I
Are: they, we, you
Will be: I, she, he, it, they, you, we
ere are speciﬁc formulas to form
sentences using primary and
auxiliary verbs:
Formula I: Noun - auxiliary - verb preposition - article - noun
Example: I - am - going - to - the market.
In the given sentence, I is a noun,
am is an auxiliary verb, going is a
verb, to is a preposition, the is an
article, and market is the other noun
or object. If you follow this formula,
it will help you to form correct
sentences.
(To be continued…)
Suja Das
Mass Communication
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To have a Good Night’s Sleep
re you getting enough
sleep? To a large extent, we
can control the quantity
and quality of our sleep. Here are
some tips to help you:
Stick to a sleep schedule. Go to
bed and wake up at the same time
each day - even on the weekends.
Exercise is great but not too late
in the day. Avoid exercising closer
than 5 or 6 hours before bedtime.
Avoid caﬀeine and nicotine. e
stimulating eﬀects of caﬀeine in
coﬀee, colas, teas, and chocolate
can take as long as 8 hours to wear
oﬀ fully. Nicotine is also a stimulant.
Avoid alcoholic drinks before
bed. A “nightcap” might help you
get to sleep, but alcohol keeps you
in the lights stages of sleep. You
also tend to wake up in the middle of the night when the sedating
eﬀects have worn oﬀ.
Avoid large meals and beverages
late at night. A large meal can
cause indigestion that interferes
with sleep.
Drinking too many ﬂuids at
night can cause you to awaken
frequently to urinate.

A

• e largest frog in the world is called
Goliath frog. Frogs start their lives as ‘eggs’
oen laid in or near fresh water. Frogs live
on all continents except Antarctica.
• Apart from humans, baboons are the most
adaptable of the ground-dwelling primates
and live in a wide variety of habitats. When
water is readily available, baboons drink
every day or two, but they can survive for

Wellbeing
Don’t take naps aer 3 p.m. Naps
can boost your brain power, but
late aernoon naps can make it
harder to fall asleep at night. Also
keep naps to under an hour.
Relax before bed. Take time to unwind.
A relaxing activity, such as reading or listening to music, should
be part of your bedtime ritual.
Take a hot bath before bed. e
drop in body temperature aer
the bath may help you feel sleepy,
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Advisory Board

and the bath can help relax you.
Don’t lie in bed awake. If you
ﬁnd yourself still awake aer staying in bed for more than 20 minutes, get up and do some relaxing
activity until you feel sleepy. e
anxiety of not being able to sleep
can make it harder to fall asleep.
Ten foods that help you to get
solid 8 hours of sleep. ey are
Bananas, Chamomile tea, Warm
milk, Honey, Potatoes, Oatmeal,
Almonds, Flaxseeds, Wholewheat bread and Turkey. e most
easiest ones are warm milk and
whole-wheat bread.
Warm milk. It’s not a myth. Milk
has some tryptophan, an amino
acid that has a sedative-like eﬀect,
and calcium, which helps the
brain use tryptophan. Plus there’s
the psychological throw-back to
infancy, when a warm bottle
meant “relax, everything’s ﬁne.”
Whole-wheat bread. A slice of
toast with your tea and honey will
release insulin, which helps tryptophan get to your brain, where
it’s converted to serotonin and
quietly murmurs “time to sleep.”
Source: Internet
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See a little bit of France in India!

ondicherry, now reverted
to
its
old
name
‘Puducherry’, is a part of
India in the south, quite different as it carries an aura of a
unique past – its 300 year affair
with France.
Being a former colony of
France, it experienced the
expressions of French culture in
myriad forms, from architecture
and town planning to language
and cuisine. Happily for us, an
aura of this erstwhile French
presence still lingers in the
streets
and
sights
of
Pondicherry.
Pondicherry (affectionately
alluded to as Pondy by its residents and visitors alike) was the
capital of French India for
almost three centuries before it
became independent, at about
the same time that India became
free of British sovereignty.
Pondicherry has changed
considerably over the years from
its independence. Today it is like
any modern and developed
Indian metro with its share of
busy shopping centers, crowded
eateries and bars, splendid
hotels, guest houses and resorts.
However, there is a part of
Pondicherry that is distinct and
different from the rest of it. This
is the famed French quarter with
its colonial mansions, crisscrossing roads, gardens, historical monuments and the
promenade by the sea – all
remnants of a time when the
French were here and sought to
build a home for themselves

P

Avoid medicines that delay or
disrupt your sleep, if possible.
Some commonly prescribed
heart, blood pressure, or asthma
medications, as well as some overthe-counter herbal remedies for
coughs, colds, or allergies, can disrupt sleep patterns.
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The Church of Our Lady of the Angels

away from their homeland.
Today, Pondicherry is a
bustling tourist town visited by
large number of people from
India and abroad. Apart from its
many amenities, it is the simple
charm of Pondy that draws
people to it time and again.
Visitors come here to relax
before returning to their routine
and stress filled lives. Alternative
health,
yoga,
meditation,
ashrams, temples and samadhis
are the main stay of Pondy,
giving it the reputation of a spiritual tourist center. In addition
there are many institutions of
repute like L’Institut Français de
Pondicherry (French Institute of
Pondicherry), L’ Ecole Française
d’Exterme Orient (The French
school of Far-Eastern studies),
Alliance Française and the
Lycees Française –the only institution in Puducherry preparing
students for the Baccalaureate
outside of France.
There are of course some fine

Aayi Mandapam

monuments that include the
Mairie building that presently
houses the Pondicherry Municipality, the spirited and restored
Le Café, which used to be the
port office at one time, the
French war memorial in
Goubert Avenue, the French
consulate building, the old light
house, the Aayi Mandapam,
built during the time of
Napoleon III and the Romain
Rolland Library, The Church of
Our Lady of the Angels and the
statue of Joan of Arc at Dumas
Street and so on.
In addition to the monuments
there are a few other sociocultural leftovers that are popular even today. One is the
Masquerade, held in MarchApril, a popular mask festival at
which brilliantly costumed and
masked
townspeople
of
Pondicherry dance down its
streets to the music of trumpets
and accordions. During the Eve
of the Bastille Day, retired

Random Bytes

long periods by licking the night dew from
their fur. Baboons use over 30 vocalizations
ranging from grunts to barks to screams.
Nonvocal gestures include yawns, lip
smacking and shoulder shrugging
• Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds,
dogs only have about ten.
• A rat can last longer without water than
a camel can.

• A chameleon’s tongue is twice the length
of its body.
• Snails can sleep for 3 years without eating.
• At birth, a panda is smaller than a mouse
and weighs about four ounces.
• A woodpecker can peck twenty times a
second.
• Coca-Cola is better at cleaning your drain
pipes than products like Drainex.

soldiers parade the streets in war
finery, singing the French and
Ind i an Nat i ona l anthems.
The French Food festival in
Pondicherry is a keenly looked
forward to event with restaurateurs offering a wide and delectable spread of Creole, European
and native cuisine.
Traditional arts and crafts
flourished in the time of the
French and are still a flourishing
activity in Pondicherry. There
are numerous cottage and
private enterprises producing a
great variety of handicrafts,
pottery, incense and leather
items that are a shoppers or
collectors delight.
The next time you feel the
need to have a taste of France in
India, look no farther than
Pondicherry, the ‘Rivera of the
East’, truly a toast to cultural
diversity!
V. Nathy
Mass Communication
Photos courtesy: Pondicherry Tourism

•Your stomach has to produce a new layer
of mucus every two weeks or it will digest
itself.
•Lightning strikes about 6,000 times per
minute on this planet!
•Dentists have recommended that a toothbrush be kept at least 6 feet away from a
toilet to avoid airborne particles from the
ﬂush.

